
 
REQUIEM MASS TO CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF

Sandra Mary Stones

19th June 1951 - 16th November 2019

née Grehan

Loved beyond words, missed beyond measure

Thursday 28th November 2019 at 12.00 pm 
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, Leigh 

followed by committal at 
Howe Bridge Crematorium, Atherton 

Mass celebrated by Fr. Kieran O’Grady



Order of service 
Fr. Kieran receives Sandra’s body into Church and sprinkles it with Holy Water 
to remind us of her Baptism. 

Please join us in singing our opening hymn. 

OPENING HYMN 

AMAZING GRACE 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now I’m found; 
was blind but now I see. 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear, 

the hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 

as long as life endures.



 
INTRODUCTION 

PLACING OF CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 
Fr. Kieran places the Book of Gospels next to Sandra. God speaks to us through  
the readings from the Bible, and in Sandra’s life, she was nourished by God’s word. 
Fr. Kieran blesses the Cross and prays for Sandra to share in the resurrection of 
Christ. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 
Read by Judith Shore 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes (3: 1-8,11) 
There is a time for everything. 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;  
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
God has made everything suitable for its time.  

The word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

HERE I AM LORD 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry.  

All who dwell in dark and sin,  
my hand will save.  

I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them?  

Whom shall I send?  

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have born my peoples pain. 
I have wept for love of them.  

They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone,  
give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak my word to them,  

Whom shall I send?  

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide, 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them.  

Whom shall I send? 



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL 
Read by Fr. Kieran O’Grady 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (14: 1-6)  

The Lord be with you.  
Response: And with your spirit. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.  

Jesus said to his disciples:  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not I should 
have told you. I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have 
gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that 
where I am, you may be too. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 

Thomas said, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?” Jesus said: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one 
can come to the Father except through me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

HOMILY 
Fr. Kieran O’Grady 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
Read by Fr. Kieran O’Grady 

The response to each petition: Hear our prayer.



PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Deborah Lowe and Tracy Whitehead will bring the gifts of bread and wine to the 
altar. Please join us in singing our offertory hymn. 

AS I KNEEL BEFORE YOU 

As I kneel before you, 
as I bow my head in prayer, 
take this day, make it yours 
and fill me with your love. 

 
Ave Maria, 
gratia plena, 

Dominus tecum, 
benedicta tu. 

 
All I have I give you, 

ev’ry dream and wish is yours, 
mother of Christ, mother of mine, 

present them to my Lord. 
 

As I kneel before you, 
and I see your smiling face, 
ev'ry thought, ev'ry word 
is lost in your embrace. 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Response: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise 
and glory of His name, for our good and the good of all His holy Church. 



 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you.  
Response: And with your spirit. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
Response: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
Response: It is right and just. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Response: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and Earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
Response: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SIGN OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
Response: And with your spirit. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Response: Lord, I am not worthy that you  
should enter under my roof, but only say  
the word and my soul shall be healed.  



 
COMMUNION HYMN 

BE STILL FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 
come, bow before Him now, with reverence and fear: 

In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned: 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around.  

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace: 

No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place. 



 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN 

DO NOT BE AFRAID 

Do not be afraid, 
for I have redeemed you, 

I have called you by your name; 
You are mine. 

When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you. 
You will never sink beneath the waves. 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, 
then remember I am at your side. 

When you dwell in the exile of a stranger, 
remember you are precious in my eyes. 

You are mine, O my child, I am your Father, 
and I love you with a perfect love. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

REMEMBERING SANDRA 
Simon Stones 

“Those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always near, 
so loved, so missed, so very dear.”



 
FINAL COMMENDATION 
Fr. Kieran removes the Christian Symbols and sprinkles Holy Water, which 
signifies that through baptism, Sandra became a living temple of God’s presence. 
He uses incense as a sign of our prayers for Sandra rising to the throne of God. 

During this time, please join together in singing the following refrain. 

May the choirs of Angels, come to greet you, 
may they lead you to Paradise. 

May the Lord enfold you, in His mercy; 
may you find eternal life. 

If tears could build a stairway,  
and memories were a lane, 
we would walk right up to heaven,  
and bring you down again.  

No farewell words were spoken, 
no real time to say goodbye, 
you were gone before we knew it,  
and only God knows why.  

Our hearts still ache in sadness, 
and many tears still flow, 
what it meant to lose you Sandra, 
no one will ever know.  

When we are sad and lonely, 
and everything goes wrong, 
we seem to hear you whisper,  
"Cheer up and carry on."  

Each time we look at your pictures,  
you seem to smile and say,  
"Don't worry, I'm only sleeping,  
we'll meet again someday." 

“Don’t worry”



RECESSIONAL HYMN 
  

GOING HOME 

Going home, going home, 
I'm a-going home. 

Quiet like, some still day, 
I'm just going home. 

It's not far, just close by, 
through an open door. 

Work all done, care laid by, 
going to fear no more. 

Mother's there expecting me, 
Father's waiting too, 

lots of folk gathered there, 
all the friends I knew, 
all the friends I knew. 

Morning star lights the way, 
restless dreams all done. 

Shadows gone, break of day, 
real life just begun. 

There's no break, there's no end, 
just a-living on, 

wide awake, with a smile, 
going on and on. 

Going home, going home, 
I'm just going home. 

It's not far, just close by, 
through an open door. 
I'm just going home. 



Sandra’s husband, Bob, and her son, Simon, would like to thank  
Fr. Kieran for celebrating this Requiem Mass. Bob and Simon would also 

like to thank all relatives, friends, neighbours, and parishioners for 
joining them in this celebration of Sandra’s life, as well as the kindness, 

love and support shown to them both during this incredibly difficult 
time. 

Bob and Simon warmly invite all who wish to join them after the service 
for refreshments at:  

Westhoughton Cricket Club, Cappadocia Way, Westhoughton, Bolton, BL5 2FB. 

Please feel free to make your way to Westhoughton Cricket Club after 
Mass, unless you would like to accompany Sandra to 

Howe Bridge Crematorium with Bob, Simon, family and friends. 

If you would like to make a donation in memory of Sandra for  
Bolton Hospice, this may be given today to Simon, or to the funeral 

directors: Unsworth’s Funeral Service, 45a Leigh Road, Hindley Green, Wigan, 
WN2 4SZ. 

Please keep Sandra, Bob and Simon in your thoughts and prayers. 

May Sandra Rest in Peace in the loving arms of the Lord. 
Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord, 

And let perpetual light shine upon her. 
May she rest in peace.


