A WEEK TO TWEET
PART 7: Using social media at #EULAR2017, #PARE2017 and
other conferences and meetings
Social media use at the Annual European Congress of Rheumatology
The organisers of different conferences have their own rules and
procedures in place. While attending any EULAR congress, the existing
guidance states that any presentation that is shown is strictly the property
of the authors. Any recording of images, video or audio during these
presentations is prohibited and as such recording of material for the
purpose of sharing on social media is also strictly prohibited. Please be
aware of this as attendees taking pictures or videos in sessions may be
contacted by security and asked to stop the recording. The recorded
material will have to be deleted and participants risk invalidating their
access credentials. Therefore, you should try to summarise snippets of
talks into written tweets which you can share.

Additionally, taking pictures of posters is not permitted without the
permission of the poster presenter. EULAR offers special stickers with
which a presenter can add onto their poster to indicate that it is okay to
take pictures. Even if the green sticker is present, uploading onto any
social media platform requires the prior permission of the presenter,
which can be as simple as asking them briefly if it’s okay. While it may
seem trivial, presenters may be showcasing work on their poster which is
going to be published in the academic literature soon. For this to go on
social media could jeopardise this publication and consequently, the
future outcomes of their research.
Finally, while using any form of social media, it is also very important to
remember that if a person is identifiable in a picture you take, it can only
be posted onto a social media platform with the permission from the
individual in question. This is the consequence of an EU legislation which
retains the right of publication with the depicted person, even if the
person is not aware of being depicted.
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Social media use at the Annual European Conference of PARE
The rules and regulations in place for the EULAR PARE conference are
very different and less stringent to the EULAR congress. Individuals are
welcomed to tweet pictures throughout the conference (in addition to
posting on other social media channels); however, you are advised to seek
permission from individuals who may be featured in pictures, as discussed
above. This process is most helpful for disseminating discussions to
individuals outside of the conference, so that a wider number of people
can participate. Sharing a picture and a short, succinct summary of the
point made is the most effective way of sharing a message on Twitter.

www.simonstones.com

2

A WEEK TO TWEET
Some final top tips for using Twitter
1. Be patient! It takes time to build up a network on Twitter, and many
people have grown their followers over many years. Once this course
finishes, continue to tweet for 5 to 10 minutes per day and you will
see your network grow.
2. Use your tweets as a hook to grab people’s attention – don’t give the
whole story in the tweet but instead provide a link to further
information.
3. In your tweets, where appropriate, use hashtags before keywords.
4. Retweet and @mention individuals and organisations of interest.
5. Remember that Twitter is a two-way conversation. Get involved,
share information and comment on the conversation. Share your
true opinion, and show off your expertise and knowledge. Though be
careful not to get yourself into an argument with someone who
disagrees!
6. Explore Twitter apps and third-party clients to manage your Twitter
experience. For example, Hootsuite.
7. Remember to use conference hashtags, which will be included in
delegate packs or can be easily found online. For 2017 in the
rheumatology community, use #PARE2017 during the EULAR Annual
European Conference of PARE and #EULAR2017 during the EULAR
Annual European Congress of Rheumatology to join the
conversation.
8. Finally, keep it fun! Twitter should be a friendly, informative and
enjoyable way for you to share your experience and opinions,
interact with others and learn from individuals and organisations
from around the world.
We hope that you’ve enjoyed ‘A week to tweet’, and are now feeling
happier about using Twitter! While we haven’t covered everything there is
to know about Twitter, these are certainly some of the fundamental
aspects that you should know. After this course, try to keep using Twitter
– after all, the best way to learn is by practicing. It’s fine if you make
mistakes, we all do. Just keep at it and you’ll be a champion of Twitter in
no time! For further information, you can visit the official Twitter guide
here: http://support.twitter.com/articles/215585.

Happy Tweeting!
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