A WEEK TO TWEET
PART 5: Posting links, pictures, GIFs and polls in your tweets
Posting links
By now, you will know that a tweet is limited to 140 characters. Therefore,
it’s important to consider how best to compose your tweet to get your
message across. Twitter works really well in bringing people’s attention to
other online items, such as a journal article, website or blog. In part 5, we’ll
look at how to embed a links (URLs) into your tweets. URLs are web
addresses to websites, articles, and other materials that you can find
online.
Historically, you had to change your long URL address to a more
manageable and smaller URL. You did this by transforming a long URL into
the “shorten box” in any of the below external sites before clicking
‘Shorten’. The URL was then be shortened and could be copied into a
tweet.
•
•
•
•

Bit.ly You can also track how many clicks your shortened link
received (https://bitly.com)
Tinyurl.com This will also allow you to customise shortened links
(http://tinyurl.com)
Ow.ly You can also add links to photos, files and videos with this site
(http://ow.ly/url/shorten-url)
Goo.gl Owned by Google this will also produce a QR code
(http://www.whatisaqrcode.co.uk) for your link and if you have a
Google+ account you can access lots of analytics about your
shortened link (https://goo.gl)

However, since Twitter have stopped links from counting towards the 140
character limit, all links (URLS) posted in Tweets are now automatically
shorted using Twitter’s t.co service
(https://support.twitter.com/articles/109623), which you cannot opt out
of. When viewing the Tweet on twitter.com, the original URL (or
shortened version of the original URL) will be displayed. Below are
instructions on how to post a link in a Tweet on the web and on your
mobile device.
How to post a link in a Tweet
• Type or paste the URL into the Tweet box on Twitter.
• A URL of any length will be altered to 23 characters, even if the link
itself is less than 23 characters long. Your character should no longer
be affected by this.
• Click the Tweet button to post your Tweet, which should now
include a link.
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A note about URL safety:
• Some URLs can be harmful. Please be careful when clicking links,
especially ones that were shortened using an external link
shortening service.
• URLs converted by Twitter's link service are checked against a list of
potentially dangerous sites, and when there's a match, users will be
warned before they continue.
• Always check to see what website you're on before typing your
password or downloading any software.
Task
Send at least one tweet with a link (URL) embed in the tweet. Use this
task to draw your followers to a news article, journal, conference, blog
post or other link and remember to use the #W2T2017 hashtag so we can
see how you are getting on!
Posting pictures and GIFs
• Type your Tweet into the box at the top of your Home timeline, or
click the Tweet button.
•
•

•
•

Click the camera button
to upload a picture or GIF from your
computer.
To search for and select a GIF from the GIF library, click the GIF
icon
Note: Animated GIFs cannot be included in Tweets with multiple
images. You can send only one GIF per tweet.
Once a picture or GIF is selected, the image will attach to your
Tweet in full size. You can select up to 4 picture to Tweet at once.
Click Tweet to post.

Editing a picture
If you are Tweeting from the Twitter for iOS or Twitter for Android app,
you can enhance, apply a filter, crop an image, and add stickers to a
picture once you select it.
Adding a sticker to a picture
If you are Tweeting from the Twitter for iOS or Twitter for Android app,
you can add up to 25 stickers to a picture, once you take or select an
image. To add a sticker to an image:
1. Tap the Tweet compose icon (
2. Tap the camera icon
camera roll.

on iOS,

on Android).

to take a photo or to select one from your

3. Tap the sticker icon
from the selected photo to launch a library
of stickers to choose from. Tap your selected sticker(s). Once placed
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on your photo, hold and drag the sticker with your finger to move
to your desired position.
4. To tilt, enlarge, or shrink a sticker: Place two fingers on either side of
the sticker and turn the sticker clockwise or counterclockwise to
rotate, or slide your fingers apart or together to resize.
5. If you’d like to remove a sticker from a photo, press and hold on the
sticker, then drag it to the bottom of your screen until the trash
can icon

appears.

Once you have tweeted your photo with stickers, you cannot edit the
image. Furthermore, you cannot edit stickers when retweeting someone
else’s photo.
Task
Share a picture that you have taken in a tweet that you send out. It can be
a selfie if you wish, or of something that you have done or an event that
you have attended.
Posting a Twitter poll
Twitter polls allow you to answer questions posted by other people on
Twitter, and you can easily create your own poll and see the results
instantly.
To create a poll:
• Click into the compose button (the feather quill).
•
•
•
•
•

•

Click the Add poll icon
.
Type your poll question into the main compose box. You can use up
to 140 characters in your poll question.
Insert your first poll option into the Choice 1 box, and your second
poll option into the Choice 2 box. You can use up to 25 characters
for each option.
Click + to add additional options to your poll. Your poll can have up
to four options.
Your poll’s duration defaults to 1 day. You can change the duration
of your poll by clicking 1 day and adjusting the days, hours,
and minutes. The minimum amount of time for a poll is 5 minutes,
and the maximum is 7 days.
Click Tweet to post the poll.
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To vote in a poll:
When you see a poll in a Tweet, simply click or tap your preferred option.
The results are instantly displayed after you vote. Your vote is indicated
with a checkmark next to the choice. You will only be allowed to vote
once in a poll. Remember when you vote in a poll, your participation is not
shown to others: neither the poll creator nor other participants can see
who has voted or how they voted.

www.simonstones.com

4

A WEEK TO TWEET

Task
Create your own poll to ask a question of interest to you and your
colleagues. Use the hashtag #W2T2017 so that other people on this course
can vote on your poll. Try to do the same on other polls posted!
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