A WEEK TO TWEET
PART 4: Hashtags

Hashtags (written with a # symbol) are used to index keywords and
phrases on Twitter – it helps to keep information on similar topics
together, and allows people to easily identify and follow topics that they
are interested in.
You can add a hashtag to any tweet just by using the # symbol followed
by the word. Hashtags are often used during conferences to allow
everyone attending that event to discuss it e.g. #PARE2017.
Example of a Tweet with a hashtag:

Tips for using hashtags
• If you are creating a new hashtag, search first to check that it has
not been used before. Ideally, it should be short so that it doesn’t
use up too many characters (you only have 140 characters per
tweet).
• If you are attending a conference, you should look at the conference
website to identify the official hashtag. You should use this so that
the organisation can follow thoughts and opinions of delegates. It is
also a good way of sharing your opinion, which can help you to
become recognised by others and grow your network.
• If you are tweeting about a EULAR event, please include the official
hashtag to join the conversation. For 2017, these are:
• EULAR Congress: #EULAR2017
• EULAR Annual European Conference of PARE: #PARE2017
EULAR Brussels Conference: #EULARBrussels2017
• A hashtag needs to be a single word, preceded by a #symbol, with
no spaces in between. It doesn’t need to be a real word – it can be
an acronym of some sort, like #W2T2017 or a combination of words
e.g. #HappyFriday.
• Make the hashtag as self-explanatory as possible, something that
people may search for and can easily be remembered.
• If you click on the hashtag, you will find all the other tweets using
that hashtag. Alternatively, you can search for hashtags, using the
search box at the top.
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When you hear the phrase ‘trending on Twitter’, it means that there
are a lot of people talking about the same thing using a common
hashtag.
You can search for tweets by hashtag. The search box is at the top
of the screen, right hand corner. Once you have searched, a save
option will be displayed at the top right of the central search results
column by clicking on the three dots. If this is a search you might
repeat regularly, click on this in order to save the search. This is
useful if you’re following a ‘hashtagged’ discussion like journal clubs.

Your saved search will then appear every time you search on
Twitter.
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If you Tweet with a hashtag on a public account, anyone who does a
search for that hashtag may find your Tweet.
We recommend using no more than 2 hashtags per Tweet as best
practice, but you may use as many hashtags in a Tweet as you like.
Clicking or tapping on a hashtag in any message shows you other
Tweets that include that hashtag.
Hashtags can be included anywhere in a Tweet.
You cannot add spaces or punctuation in a hashtag, or it will not
work properly.
Hashtags that become very popular are often trending topics
https://support.twitter.com/articles/101125

Task
Search for hashtags that mark conversations that you would like to join or
to content that you would like to share with your followers. For example,
#WhyWeDoResearch or #PatientsInvolved.
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