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PART 3: RETWEETING, REPLYING AND LIKES 
 
Retweeting 
Retweeting is a great way of sharing a tweet from another Twitter user 
and drawing your own followers’ attention to it. Your followers will be able 
to see the original tweet and who it came from. This allows you to share 
information relevant to your followers quickly and with ease. 
 
How to retweet 
There are number of ways that you can retweet: 
 
1. Simply click on the ‘Retweet’ button which appears below each tweet. 
The message will then appear in your followers’ twitter streams as if it 
appeared from the original sender, even though they may not follow 
them. The tweet that they see will be marked with ‘retweeted by 
@yourname’ in small lettering, so if they look, they can tell that it was you 
who retweeted it. 
 

 
 

 
 
2. Another way to retweet is to do a ‘Quote Tweet’, where you add a 
comment of your own to the original tweet before sending (by pressing 
‘Tweet’). Your comment will then appear as a tweet, with the original 
tweet in a box beneath your comment. 
 



A WEEK TO TWEET	

www.simonstones.com 2 

 

 
 
3. Finally, if you opt to cut-out any part of the original tweet and use it in 
your own tweet message, it is polite to write ‘via @thepersonshandle’. 
 

 
Task 
 
Retweet a tweet from a person or organisation that you know – you can 
decide whether to do a simple retweet, a quote retweet or both! 
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Replying 
We will now focus on replying, or using ‘@messages’ to reply to or 
mention another user on Twitter. The best way to become familiar with 
these conventions is to practice a few different types of tweets and to 
look at other people's tweets. Feel free to send reply @messages 
to @EULARYoungPARE and @SimonRStones. Remember to include the 
#W2T2017 hashtag so we can see how you are getting on. 
 
There are two types of reply @messages: 
 
1. @Reply: where you respond to someone else’s tweet by using 
the Reply button.  Twitter will automatically begin your tweet response 
with the @username. These replies remain visible to everyone.  
 

 
 

 
 
2. Mentions: where you mention someone in your tweet by placing their 
@username anywhere in the body of the tweet. 
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How to post @replies: 
 

1. Hover over the tweet that you wish to reply to. 
2. Click on the grey ‘Reply’ button. 
3. Twitter will automatically insert the @usernames at the start of your 

tweet. 
4. Type in the rest of your message (within 140 characters) and click 

the ‘Tweet’ button. 
 

 
 
How to post @mentions: 
 

1. Type your Tweet as you normally would, but replace any names you 
include with that person’s @username (i.e. their handle preceded by 
a @ sign). 

2. Click ‘Tweet’ to post it. 
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Please Note: 
 
• @mentions are an important part of Twitter– it is good practice to 

acknowledge other people’s contributions when you are tweeting. 
• Since the @ sign is reserved for marking people’s handles, you can’t use 

it as an abbreviation for ‘at’ in your tweets, e.g.  – you can’t tweet “let’s 
meet @4pm @in my office.” 

• Twitter collects your @mentions and @replies, which appear in 
the Mentions page in the Notification tab. 

 

 
 
Task 
 
Send two replies / @messages to people or organisations that you follow 
- ask them a question, draw their attention to an interesting article or 
comment on a recent tweet of theirs. 
 
Likes 
If you see a tweet which interests you and which you’d like to come back 
to later, you can ‘like’ it and it will be stored for you to return to. You can 
think of it in a similar way to liking posts on Facebook. Likes used to be 
known as ‘favourites’, prior to a Twitter update in 2015. To like a tweet, 
click the heart icon below the tweet (it’s next to the ‘retweet’ button). It 
will turn red once you’ve liked the tweet.  
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When you want to look at your liked tweets, you will see them marked in 
your Twitter stream, but it’s easier to see them all together – especially 
when you are following lots of people and organisations! Clicking on your 
profile brings you to your profile page where your ‘likes’ can be found 
within the designated tab, as well as your tweets, followers, the accounts 
you follow and moments*. 
 
*Moments are stories showcasing what’s happening on Twitter. They 
won’t be covered in this course, but if you are interested in finding out 
more information, click the following link: 
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20174546 
 
 

 
 
Click on ‘Likes’ to view all of the tweets that you have liked. When you like 
a tweet, the person who tweeted it is notified, which gives them feedback 
on what others are finding useful. This tool is particularly useful if a 
follower tweets an article, paper or review that you would like to come 
back to later and read.  
 
Note: If you like Tweets by users who have protected their Tweets, the 
update will not appear in the ‘Likes’ tab on your profile (unless the viewer 
is a follower of the Tweet's author). 
 

Task 
 
• Like a number of Tweets that you might want to come back to later. 

Once you’ve done so, identify them under the ‘Likes’ tab on your 
profile. 

 


